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Hearing Aid Coverage
for children

SB 160 / HB 0636

Basic Facts:

· By the Numbers – Approximately 1.3 children per 1,000 births or 70 children under the age of 3 years in TN were diagnosed with permanent hearing loss in 2007.    

· Early Intervention – Research has shown that children diagnosed with hearing loss and provided amplification within the first 6 months of life will develop the language foundation necessary for literacy and academic success by the time they start kindergarten.   
· Cost Savings – Research shows that by the time a child with hearing loss graduates from high school, more than $400,000 per child can be saved in special education costs if the child is identified early and given appropriate educational, medical, and audiological services.

· Language Development – Hearing aids are critical to the language development of children with hearing loss whose parents have chosen listening and spoken language for them.   

· 16 other states provide coverage –  Arkansas, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Maryland, Colorado, New Mexico, Minnesota, Kentucky, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Missouri, New Jersey, Maine, Delaware, Oregon, Wisconsin--have passed legislation requiring insurance coverage for hearing aids for children (range 5 to 39 cents per member per health plan).  Rhode Island covers all age ranges and Wisconsin also includes cochlear implants. 
Legislation:

· As amended, will require hearing aid coverage for children up to the age of 21

· Will place a 1,000 dollar cap per ear, every three years
Supported by: The Tennessee Disability Coalition & The Tennessee Association of Audiologists & Speech Language Pathologists
 
