Hearing Aid Coverage for Children
Senate Bill 607/ House Bill 761
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Did you know?
· Approximately 1.3 children per 1,000 births were diagnosed with hearing loss in 2007.

· Children treated with assistive-hearing devices within the first 6 months of life can develop the language skills necessary for academic success by the time they begin kindergarten   
· If a child with hearing loss is diagnosed early and given appropriate educational and audiological supports, then schools can save more than $400,000 per student in special education costs by graduation
·  18 other states have provisions requiring coverage
Background:

Did you know that some health insurance plans don’t cover such basic care as hearing aids for children?  These are the very hearing aids that are critical for normal development of communication skills and success in the classroom.

Tennessee requires hearing screening of newborns to ensure they get the adequate care necessary to maximize development of language skills.  However, parents often learn after a diagnosis that health insurers regularly refuse to provide hearing aids and other audiological supports.
Key Legislative Provisions

· Requires health insurance policies to cover hearing aids for children under the age of 18

· Provides coverage of up to $1,000 per hearing aid, per ear, every three years
· Permits parents to pay the difference for any hearing devices that cost more
Fiscal Impact (GA Fiscal Review Committee)
· Saves the state $68,000 a year

· Impact on health insurance premiums - no significant impact
