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Project B.R.A.I.N. Currents
We’re In the ARMY Now!

In late summer of 2006, plans were developed to focus on Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) and the Fort Campbell military community. Recognizing March as National Brain Injury Awareness Month, Blanchfield Army Community Hospital (BACH), in collaboration with Project B.R.A.I.N. offered Soldiers, Families and Healthcare Providers a Mild Traumatic Brain Injury (MTBI) Symposium.

The event featured two tracks on MTBI: one for families and soldiers and one for professionals. Presenters for the symposium are recognized TBI specialists with knowledge of available TBI resources. Exhibitor tables highlighted local, state and national TBI resources including TBI Peer Mentoring, Family Outreach, and Mental Health Programs. 
“As a community resource and a Federal TBI Grant funded program, we are very proud and excited about our new partnership with Fort Campbell,” said Paula Denslow, Coordinator, Project BRAIN.  “Providing TBI education and resources ensures a positive impact, improving the quality of life for soldiers with TBI and their families.” 
“We want to raise TBI awareness within the medical, military and civilian communities and reassure everyone that we are taking these conditions seriously in order to help Soldiers return to a normal life,” said Dr. David Twillie, Chief, Deployment Health Services, BACH. 
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Soldiers and their families had questions answered such as: What do I need to know about MTBI? What does a TBI look like? What does the future hold? Where can I get help? Attendees learned how to navigate the community based resources. 
The healthcare community became acquainted with available assessment tools, diagnostic criteria, historical data, and treatment options for MTBI. “Networking with professionals and others who have experience with TBI will offer education and empowerment for everyone,” said Jennifer Jones, Resource Specialist, Project BRAIN.
New Resource Team Members

Project BRAIN would like to welcome our new Knox County Resource Team Members!  We are so pleased to have new members to join our current Team to offer more support to our students in Knox County.  

Our new Team members are Special Education Teacher Mentors: Donna Connors and Nancy Day, Homebound Teacher: Mary Kay Buckner, and Special Education and Health Services: Debbie Wood, RN.
New Team members, along with many other Knox County educators, attended a full day of training to learn more about brain injury.  Both Donna and Nancy have already participated in Brain Injury 101 training sessions and Nancy Day has co-presented to Special Education groups with Project BRAIN.  
Thanks to Ursula Thompson for helping to bring these wonderful ladies to our Team and congratulations for her achievement in completing her Education Specialist Degree.  We are very proud of her and our new additions to the Knox County Team! 
If you would like to arrange training for new team members in your County, please contact Jennifer Jones in East TN or Paula Denslow in Middle/West TN and we will help you to plan a training date.  Our Teams are the heart of our Project and we thank you all!
TBI Families Share - A Peer Mentoring Program

The Brain Injury Association of Tennessee would like to help to connect people to become mentors or partners in the TBI Families Share Program.  Participation is free and involves planned telephone calls to be a source of support.  Please contact Jennifer Jones with Project BRAIN in East TN at (865) 689-1797, ext. 12, or call Pam Bryan in Middle/West TN at (877) 757-2428 for an application and for any questions.  
A New Statewide Educational Resource

The Tennessee Brain Injury Program offers great information about training events, national news, and updates about TBI for anyone who joins the listserv.  To join, simply email Rachel Heitmann at Rachel.Heitmann@STATE.TN.US .
Disability Day on the Hill

With March being Brain Injury Awareness month, Project BRAIN was happy to participate in Disability Days on the Hill, a day when people meet with their legislators to speak openly about disability issues.  On East Tennessee’s Day on the Hill, Kelley Best of Knoxville, TN, met with Senators and Representatives to speak about legislation affecting the TBI community.  
Kelley is a TBI survivor and was eager to tell legislators about her injury, recovery, and her return to graduate school.  She educated representatives about the need for the helmet law in Tennessee and the TBI Waiver being considered that will help to pay for services for people with TBI. 
Kelley clearly illustrated her concerns as a voter and left the legislators thinking about brain injury in a different way.   “I brought to life how anyone that they come in contact with daily - son, daughter, spouse, coworker - could one day experience a brain injury.  It is a great responsibility to be a survivor of a brain injury and educate people who distribute tax payer dollars about service needs for survivors,” Kelly explains.
Visit http://www.tndisability.org
You can stay informed, too.  Contact your legislators to let them hear your voice.
Happy Birthday Project BRAIN!

After seven wonderful years, Project BRAIN (PB) has been awarded the 2007-2008 Federal Grant to provide individuals with TBI and their families with a comprehensive, multidisciplinary, and easily accessible system of care.  PB will continue to serve students in Tennessee by offering ongoing training and support to schools (BI -101).  In addition, PB has extended training to healthcare professionals across the state with “Partners in Communication: Supporting Student Transitions from Hospital to Home to School.”  Thank you to our old friends and new friends, as Project BRAIN embarks on a new year!
The graph below illustrates the number of educators, healthcare professionals, and others that Project BRAIN has reached.  Still counting…
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Looking Ahead! 

Upcoming Events & Activities 
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Number of attendees in sessions

2000-2002 | 4999

2003 191 660 400
A 1,011 3,105 3,149
A0 530 5,250 2,345
A9 1,103 47 5,480 3,625

Total 3,835 47 14,495 9,519





	August 20
	TBI Advisory Council Meeting, Nashville, TN

	Aug-Oct
	The B.I.G. Ride, TN statewide

	Sept. 5-8
	NASHIA State of the States, St. Louis, MO

	Sept. 19
	National Town Hall Meeting, Washington, DC

	Sept. 27-29
	North American Brain Injury Society Conference, San Antonio, TX

	Oct. 5-6
	Updates in Acute & Emergency Care Pediatrics Conference, Memphis, TN

Also serving as the 2007 Annual Meeting of the TN Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics


Have you visited our website lately?

http://www.tndisability.org/brain
For more information:

	Paula Denslow, Coordinator

Middle/West TN Resource Specialist

615/383-9442 

paula_d@tndisability.org 

	Jennifer Jones, M.S., CRC, CBIS
East TN Resource Specialist

865/689-1797 

jennifer_j@tndisability.org 



Project B.R.A.I.N.
480 Craighead Street

Suite 200

Nashville, TN 37204
615-383-9442

TTY 615-292-7790
Project BRAIN is supported in part by project H21MC06739 from the Department of Health & Human Services Health Resource and Services Administration, Maternal and Child Health Bureau.  Additional support is from the TN Dept. of Education Division of Special Education.  The contents of the Publication are the sole responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the DHHS.  Project BRAIN is a program of the Tennessee Disability Coalition, implemented through a contract with the TBI Program of the TN Dept. of Health.
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Dr. David Twillie, Chief, Deployment Health Services, BACH


Jennifer Jones & Paula Denslow


LTC Michael Place, Deputy Commander, Clinical Services, BACH




















